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August has been a lovely month at Oxford Manor, with so
many opportunities for our residents to spend meaningful
time with family, friends, our team and the wider
community.

Our Beach Party was a particular highlight for me. The
sunshine, music, food and even the competitive sandcastle
building created a fantastic atmosphere, but the most
important part was seeing our residents enjoying the
afternoon surrounded by people they care about. Thank
you to our community DJs and to everyone across Oxford
Manor who helped bring the day together.

I have also enjoyed hearing some of the stories that came
from our school reminiscence activities. Those
conversations, including a few entertaining childhood
confessions, remind us how important it is to take the time
to listen and learn more about the experiences of every
person who calls Oxford Manor home.

A message from Home Manager, Flenton



Our Butterfly Café continues to be another important part
of life here. We want Oxford Manor to be a place where
local people affected by dementia can come through our
doors and feel comfortable, whether they are looking for
companionship, understanding, a friendly conversation or
simply somewhere welcoming to spend some time.

As we head into September, I would like to thank our team
for the kindness, care and enthusiasm they bring to Oxford
Manor each day, and our families and friends for
continuing to support the home and take part in what we
do.

We have plenty more to look forward to over the coming
weeks, and I hope many of you will be able to join us.

Warm wishes,
Flenton D’Cruz
Home Manager

A message from Home Manager, Flenton



As children prepare for a new school year, our
thoughts have been with our fantastic school
volunteers and the younger relatives who visit Oxford
Manor. We wish them all the very best as they head
back to their classrooms.
It also inspired us to revisit a very different era of
school life with our residents.

Old photographs, exercise books, board rubbers and
other familiar items soon had stories flowing. Mary
remembered playing Postman's Knock during
breaktimes, Betty recalled making her own skirt during
sewing lessons, and Ron spoke proudly about his
collection of marbles.

It wasn't long before a few tales of childhood mischief
started to emerge too, resulting in plenty of laughter
and some amusing confessions!

Turning Back the Clock to Our School Days



Reminiscence sessions provide a lovely opportunity for
everyone to get involved. Familiar objects and
photographs can help support memory and language,
but they also encourage conversation and
connection. 

One person's story often reminds somebody else of an
experience of their own, giving our residents another
opportunity to get to know each other and share
plenty of laughter along the way.

Turning Back the Clock to Our School Days





Our Summer Beach Party was certainly one of
August's highlights, and thankfully the British
weather was on our side!

With the sun shining, our residents were joined by
families, friends, colleagues and members of the
local community for an afternoon of seaside-
inspired fun. There was some brilliant beach
attire on display, plenty of games and even a
spot of competitive sandcastle building.

Our community DJs provided the soundtrack for
the afternoon, keeping the feel-good music
playing and creating a fantastic atmosphere for
everyone to enjoy.

A Taste of the Seaside at Oxford Manor



Naturally, a beach party needed some proper
seaside food. Fish and chips were on the menu
alongside southern fried chicken and chips,
followed by plenty of ice cream and refreshing
drinks.

More than anything, it was lovely to look around
and see our residents spending time with the
people who matter to them. Families chatted,
friends caught up, our team joined in with the fun
and the wider community became part of the
afternoon too.

Thank you to our DJs, our team and everyone who
joined us. It was a real team effort and a
wonderful way to make the most of summer
together.

A Taste of the Seaside at Oxford Manor







Every first Saturday of the month, we hold our
dementia-friendly Butterfly Café at Oxford Manor,
welcoming our residents alongside families and
members of the local community.
At its heart, the café is about providing somewhere
comfortable and informal for people living with
dementia and the family members, friends and carers
supporting them. It is a place where people can
spend time together without judgement or pressure,
meet others who may understand similar experiences
and simply enjoy some good company.

We know that dementia can sometimes make
accessing social activities more difficult. The Butterfly
Café provides another opportunity to remain
connected, whether that means joining in with an
activity, enjoying entertainment, sharing memories or
simply sitting down for tea, something homemade
and a friendly chat.

The Butterfly Café – Why It Matters



We try to bring something different to each café,
from live music and entertainment to reminiscence,
creative activities and special visitors. While the
programme may change, the purpose remains the
same: companionship, understanding and a sense of
belonging.

The Butterfly Café is open to everyone affected by
dementia, and we look forward to welcoming familiar
faces and new visitors on the first Saturday of each
month.

The Butterfly Café – Why It Matters
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